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La Strada’s Categorical Imperative
It has always been said that what separates humans from animals is our ability to think rationally. Our intelligence is very much attached to the laws that seek to bring moral and mutual co-existence between people. The laws require people to uphold moral standards and react to situations in ways that are likely not to jeopardize people’s existence. According to Kant, these moral standards are summarized as principles that need to be followed unconditionally, and he regards them as Categorical Imperative. In the film, La Strada, several instances have been depicted by the characters that very well illustrate categorical imperative.
The film’s setting is one that seeks to show how people that are living in abject poverty struggle to make a living. Gelsomina is sold to Zampano by her mother to make money that would guarantee her survival as far as not dying from hunger is concerned. Gelsomina’s mother was desperately in need of that money and thus why she is not even saddened by the death of her daughter Rosa who she had also sold to Zampano a year earlier (Fellini n.p). These actions by her mother violate Kant’s categorical imperative for moral behaviour. It is a mother’s moral duty to take care of her children and provide for them regardless of the situation she might be in. That fact that Gelsomina was still at home shows that she was still young and under the care of her mother; she hadn’t reach the age for marriage and also she couldn’t fend for herself. Therefore, selling her daughter after the mysterious death of her sister to a man who mistreats her is not morally correct.
In as much as every character in the film seemed to have a selfish agenda towards every suggestion they made, there are some whose suggestions were for the best. The singing woman’s father is one of the moral persons in the film (Fellini n.p). The father decided to take in Gelsomina out of pity and cared for her as if she was her daughter, but unfortunately, she passed away. The fact that singing woman was able to sing Gelsomina song shows that they were close, implying that Gelsomina was part of the family. 
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